17 September 2021

Introduction from
our Principal,
Mr Woodville
I am delighted to be writing in this first edition of our
new look newsletter as the Principal of Bedminster
Down School. Whilst I started here in June it is fantastic
to have been able to properly introduce myself to
students in assemblies this week; to welcome Year 7 parents into school yesterday for
their first time; and I look forward to meeting parents of students in Years 8 to 11 on
Thursday 30th September at 4.30pm.

Key dates
22nd September: Year 6 Open
Evening 6-8.30pm. Early finish for
students on 22nd Sept (end of P4—
free school meals still available at
lunchtime).
Late start on 23rd Sept (students in
school by 10am)
2nd October: Year 6 Open Morning
10-12pm
14th October: Year 7 Literacy and
Numeracy Evening 6-7pm

I was particularly pleased to have the opportunity to return to a Bristol school having
previously been Assistant Principal leading achievement at Oasis Brightstowe where
in 2012 I am proud to say it was the most improved secondary school in the country. Bedminster Down School will be my third
Headship, after leading Oldfield School in Bath through a particularly difficult period before leading improvements at Wellsway
School since April 2016; resulting in strong exam results and an Ofsted judgement of Good in 2019. I feel privileged and
honoured to take on the leadership of Bedminster Down School.
Taking assembly this week I have been so impressed with how students have conducted themselves. After not having an
assembly for almost two years I was anxious as to how students would respond, but I had no reason to worry – and honestly –
their behaviour is the best I have seen and this is my third school that I have led. As well as assemblies it has been fantastic to
see students return to some normality within school; to hear the noise of the machinery in technology and see Bunsen burners
once again being used in science. With the removal of restrictions I am delighted that clubs, trips and visits are starting up again
– the things that actually really make school fun and I encourage all students to get involved with something and perhaps make
some new friends.
The challenge for us all in society is going to be to build back better. For us in schools this will include having to make up for lost
learning during the disruption caused by the pandemic. The staff at Bedminster Down School are totally committed to that
effort. All we need is that students attend school every day that they are well enough to attend, to take advantage of the
education on offer—that really is the best thing you as parents can do to support your child.
Successful schools are built on a strong partnership with families of the students we serve. I hope that you will welcome this
fortnightly newsletter where we hope to celebrate all the fantastic things that have been happening in school as well as provide
parents and carers with key information. We are also about to launch our new website which will improve our communication
still further. Other changes you may have noticed is that we have moved away from Knowledge Organisers for homework and
introduced homework tasks on ‘Insight’ which allows parents to log in and see exactly what homework has been set.
As I shared with students in assembly, prior to teaching I worked as a lawyer with City firms in London. My change of career
came as a result of my passionate belief in the power of education to change lives and from a personal mission to make a
difference for young people. That will be my mission as I lead Bedminster Down on the next stage of its journey. I look forward
to meeting you all.
Matthew Woodville
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A fantastic start for our
new Year 7s

Summer School

Ava Britton and Daniel Sutton have made a really positive start to their time at Bedminster
Down. Both students attended our Summer
School and said that it helped to ease their transition to secondary school. Ava said “I was really
nervous before starting Summer School because
I’m quite shy, but I made lots of new friends
which helped me to feel more confident about
secondary school”. Daniel added “It helped that
I had met some of my teachers already”. Ava
collected the highest number of rewards at
Summer School—well done! Both students said
that they have really enjoyed their first week at
Bedminster Down.

Over the summer holidays, a group of our new Year 7 students
attended a fun-filled, action-packed Summer School. Each group
spent one week working with some of their new teachers, impressing
us with their English, maths and science skills. They also designed
some fantastic art work and played a variety of sports, including lacrosse! All members of staff involved were extremely impressed with
the students’ contributions, their willingness to embrace any activity
and their ability to work with others. Well done to all students who
joined us for summer school.

Summer School
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This month in English

Author Talk– Laura Bates

This month in English, we are excitedly beginning our new units of work
and introducing students to some
fabulous literature. Year 7 are reading ‘Refugee Boy’ by Benjamin Zephaniah, a story outlining the challenges faced by a 14 year old boy who
comes to England as a refugee from
Ethiopia; Year 8 are analysing song
lyrics as a way of introducing them to
a modern form of poetry; Year 9 are
enjoying the terrifying ‘Woman in
Black’ by Susan Hill; Year 10 have
made an excellent start to their GCSE
Literature qualification and are reading ‘An Inspector Calls’; and Year 11
are covering an in-depth analysis of
‘Romeo and Juliet’.

A group of Year 10 and 11 students have this week participated in a virtual
talk with feminist author Laura Bates. Bates discussed her new book, ‘The
Trial’, and discussed how issues of sexism and consent are approached
through fiction. The students involved found the talk very thought-provoking
and many have been inspired to read more of the author’s work.

Students have made an excellent
start to the year and we are already
seeing some fantastic work by a
number of budding writers.

Book of the fortnight
Mrs Alexander (Head of English) shares her recommended reads for
this fortnight:
‘Bone Talk’ by Candy Gourlay tells the story of a young Filipino boy
who has never met anyone from
the world outside of his tribe. But
then the American invaders provide
a challenge to everything he knows
and loves. This book transports us
to another culture and presents
thought-provoking ideas about
identity and belonging.
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Design work of the month
The year 11 GCSE textiles students are making fantastic progress on their Tracey Emin inspired pieces.
Students were tasked with coming up with a slogan that represented a personal view, which they would
then create in fabric. The quality of the work is exceptional, and I am looking forward to seeing the students’ finished pieces at the end of term.

Work by Maxim Nuse, Violet Evans and Izzy Wheeler.

Covid-19
Although we are delighted to have returned
to normal conditions at school, Covid-19 is
still very must amongst us and we all need
to play our part to keep one another safe.

Tassomai Cup—Science
This year, our wonderful science students will be using an AMAZING
quiz app for your homework! Just five minutes a day a few times a
week will make a HUGE difference to your learning. To launch this
FANTASTIC new tool with a bang, the science department is running a
competition called The Tassomai Cup! Two lucky students in each year
will win The Tassomai Cup AND tickets to Wildplace Zoo.
Want to win? The two
prizes will be awarded to
those who complete a
quiz on the highest number of days or have answered the most questions correctly. If you
have any questions,
please see Mr Booth or
look at the display board
in the science corridor.
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Careers News
Year 11 Post-16 Options
Year 11’s will be receiving constant support regarding taking the next steps
in their education/ training or apprenticeship. This will include an individual
careers interview, assemblies, a Post-16 Careers event, and a parent/ carer
Post 16 question and answer session.
Important dates for Year 11s::
Monday Sept 20th Year 11 Post 16 Options Assembly
Thursday Nov 4th BDS Post 16-Options Evening (a chance to meet
colleges, 6th forms etc.)
Year 10 Work Experience
We are excited that work-experience will be taking place July 4th-8th 2022
Further details will be announced shortly. Year 10s will have an assembly
explaining the process in more detail on Monday 4th October.

PE After-school clubs (3.15-4.15pm)
We have a wide range of sporting opportunities available to students—there’s something to suit
everyone! Come along, get fit, earn House Points and have fun!

Handball- Monday - Sports Hall- All years welcome- with a coach from Bristol
Handball Club- Starts 20th Sep
Boxing-Tuesday-Sports Hall-All years welcome (See Mr.Chaplin to sign up)Boxing coach from Empire Fighting Chance- Starts 21st Sep
Basketball- Wednesday- Years 7,8,9 (boys and girls)- Starts TBC
Thursdays- Year 10 and 11(boys and girls)- Coaches from Bristol StormStarts 23rd Sep
Table tennis- Thursday – All years welcome- Theatre- with Mr.PalaczkyStarts 16th Sep
Rugby- 7’s-Wednesday, 8’s- Tuesday, 9’s- Monday, 10’s- Thursday. School
Field. Starts week beginning 13th Sep
Netball- Wednesday (starts 15/9)- All welcome- Courts
Dance- Monday (20/9)- All welcomeDance studio/theatre
Girls Football-Monday(20/9)All girls welcome
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How to use our new homework system, Insight
BDS have moved to a new homework system, moving away from ‘knowledge organisers’ and have a new
platform for setting homework called ‘Insight’. Teachers are setting work that they believe will enable students
to make the most progress. Insight is a platform, which allows students and their parents/carers to see what
each teacher has set for homework and also the deadline for each piece.
How do I log onto Insight?
Please visit the school website: https://
bedminsterdown.org.uk and click on the 'Insight' link
at the top of the home page. Alternatively you can
go direct to portal.bedminsterdown.org.uk/INSIGHT

Your username to access Insight will be the email address that we hold on our system for you. Please enter
this and then click on ‘Don’t know your password’. Insight will then email you a password.

When logging in with this password for the first time it will ask you to change your password.
How do I see what homework has been set for
my child?
Once logged in, click on ‘General’ in the top
menu bar.

Finally, in the drop down menu,
click on ‘Assignments’.
You will be able to view all of your
child’s homework on this page including due date and time they are
expected to spend on the work.
Your child’s log in details for Insight
are their school email address and their school computer password. If they have forgotten their email or password, they should speak to Mrs Parsons in the Library.

