1st October 2021

Jamie’s Farm
Last week, ten intrepid Year 8 and Year 9 pupils headed off for a week at
Jamie’s Farm in Wiltshire.
Any nerves amongst the group soon disappeared
once we arrived. On arrival we were greeted by
the Farm staff like returning family. After a tour of
the Farm and being shown where our sleeping
accommodation would be, we all sat around a
large farmhouse kitchen table to hear what kinds
of jobs we may expect to be involved in over the
next few days. At any given time we might find
ourselves in a poly tunnel planting seeds or picking
vegetables to be cooked for dinner; rounding up
sheep in a large pasture
field to treat any lame
animals with antibiotics;
working in the paddock
with one of the farm’s
horses; collecting eggs
from the chicken coops;
chopping logs in the wood
shed; or mucking out the
pig sties – with whomever had drawn the short
straw (there was a lot of mucking out to be done!)
Jamie’s Farm ethos pervaded everywhere & as such
the emotional intelligence of the group improved
tangibly throughout the week. Twice daily check-ins
around the kitchen table (a real focal point for
many parts of the day) provided a moment of
reflection and a chance for the group to be honest
about how they were feeling and to praise their
peers. They became more comfortable with the check-ins as the week
progressed and offered increasingly thoughtful shout outs to their peers.

Key dates
Saturday 2nd October: Open
Morning, 10am-12pm
Thursday 14th October: Year 7
Literacy and Numeracy Evening

Last week, we were delighted to
welcome so many parents of Year 6
students to our Open Evening. Every
corner of the school was buzzing with
enthusiasm, with a range of activities
being showcased to demonstrate
everything we have on offer at BDS. A
special thank you goes to the student
helpers who supported in departments
and confidently articulated to visitors
their pride in our school. We are also
opening our doors on Saturday 2nd
October, between 10am and 12pm, to
provide an additional opportunity to
see our wonderful school.
It has been fantastic to see our school
so full of energy after such turbulent
times. As you walk down the corridors,
it is clear that both students and
teachers are eager to make up for lost
time and to embrace all that our
school has to offer.
Matthew Woodville
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Book of the Fortnight
Mr Goater (Assistant Principal)
shares two books he has enjoyed recently:
'Shuggie Bain' by Douglas Stuart
is a hard-hitting novel about a
young boy growing up with his
alcoholic mother in the 1980s, in
a post-industrial Glasgow, Scotland. I particularly enjoyed this
book because it shows how resilient the main character is, despite living in very poor conditions. It also won the Booker
Prize in 2020, which is the most
prestigious award an author can
win. Suitable for older readers
due to challenging content.
‘The Hundred-Year-Old Man
Who Climbed Out the Window
and Disappeared' by Jonas Jonasson. This is a comic
novel and is hilarious. It was
originally written in Swedish and
due to its popularity was translated into other languages so
people from other countries
could read it. In short, the main
character is an explosives expert
who is so bored in a retirement
home that he jumps out of the
window. As he begins an unexpected adventure, he reminisces
about key moments in his life

The Farm staff were always positive: always thinking about what had gone
well through the day, encouraging the group in all that they did, helping
them when they were a little homesick and really championing their efforts –
no matter how humble.
The group had plenty of opportunities for reflection and contemplation. The
group were encouraged to really consider their time on the farm and what it
meant for them. Phones were banned to encourage conversation and playing games in the evening or the piano in the evenings soon became the
norm.
When it came time to leave I think that everyone left with a bank of happy
memories to take away and left the Farm feeling really positive about the
future.
Mr Priday

Sporting Opportunities
We were delighted to see so many
students attend PE clubs last week.
Boxing, basketball and handball are
run by specialist coaches who come
in to school, and the table tennis is
run by our very own Ping Pong Pro
Mr Palaczky. Details of all our clubs
can be found in the newsletter and
are also on the school website.

The Boxing Club is oversubscribed and is currently
full, but for all other clubs
pupils just need to turn up
and join in. We're also running rugby, netball, girl's
football and dance clubs
this term. We look forward
to seeing you there!
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Covid-19
Although we are delighted to have returned to normal conditions at
school, Covid-19 is still very must amongst us and we all need to play our
part to keep one another safe.

What’s been happening in Design?

