15th October 2021

Introduction from
our Principal,
Mr Woodville
It was a delight to see a number of familiar
faces at our Numeracy and Literacy Evening for
Year 7 parents last night. That partnership
between home and school is vital as we all
work together to give your children the very
best. We plan to run future events across all
year groups – so please watch this space.

Key dates
Friday 22nd October—Non-school
uniform day
Monday 1st November—INSET day:
school closed to students
Thursday 4th November— Year 11
Options Evening, 6-8pm

To build this partnership we need strong Home School communication. To support this, we have launched a new
online platform called Insight. All homework is set using Insight, so students and parents can easily see what has
been set and access any necessary resources. Regrettably a number of parents have not yet registered for Insight,
following the email that was recently sent; we will be sending out reminders shortly. We thank our parents who
have registered for your support in checking deadlines and helping to ensure homework is completed and deadlines
met. Once we have everyone using Insight we will be able to share further information with parents - attendance,
punctuality to lessons etc. It will also be how we contact home and we will stop using Group Call, so parents really
do need to sign up please.
Finally, this afternoon we have had our launch ceremony to mark the changing of our Trusts name to Futura
Learning Partnership. Local dignitaries, including Karin Smyth, MP for South Bristol, and representatives from local
community groups and companies joined us to hear the Choir sing as part of a celebration before going out to mark
the occasion by the planting of an oak tree. This is a significant step for us as a trust as we move away from being
named after our founding school and adopt a new name that embraces all of our thirteen schools and shows they
are all of equal value. Our over-riding purpose as a trust is school improvement, seeking to ensure that each of our
schools is providing a first class educational experience that helps children to develop as well-rounded, confident
individuals. Today’s ceremony was designed to reflect our new name and to mark this significant change for us as a
family of schools. The planting of the tree represents new beginnings and is a symbol of hope and aspiration for the
future. As we move forward, we hope that each member of staff and every pupil will understand and appreciate
what it means to be part of Futura Learning Partnership and will experience the tangible benefits for themselves so
that ‘together we are remarkable’.
Matthew Woodville
Principal

Newsletter: 15th October 2021

October is Black History Month in the UK, an event that has been celebrated
nationwide for more than 30 years. The month was originally founded to recognise the contributions that people of African and Caribbean backgrounds have
made to the UK over many generations. Now, Black History Month has expanded to include the history of not just African and Caribbean people but black people in general.
This week students at Bedminster Down School have had assemblies on Black
History Month where they have been learning about black people and communities who have lived in Britain since as early as the Stone Age.
John Blanke





A royal trumpeter for Kings Henry VII and Henry VIII.
He is the first Black Briton we have an image of.
We know he was working in London between 1501 and 1511.

Students in Year 9 have been learning about non-white soldiers of World War I. For example, Walter Tull. He had a successful career as a footballer in the early 1900s, playing
for Tottenham Hotspur. He fought in the British Army during the First World War, and
was killed in action in 1918. Tull was one of thousands of non-white soldiers who fought
for Britain in the First World War. The British West Indian Regiment alone was made up
of around 15,000 black volunteers from the West Indies. Around 130,000 Indians fought
alongside the British Army in the trenches.
Students have been shocked and saddened to learn about the decision not to allow any
black troops to take part in London’s victory celebrations: the much-trumpeted Peace
March on 19 July 1919.

As part of their lesson, Year 9s explore
why non-white soldiers were ignored
after WWI and our students are now
able to discuss the contribution made
by troops across the world who fought
for Britain.
Ms. West
Head of History
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Open Events 2021
After our virtual events last year, this year
we were delighted to finally be able to
open our doors and welcome prospective
students and parents into our school. Our
Open Evening was held on Wednesday
22nd September and Open Morning on
Saturday 4th October, and both events
were extremely well attended.
There were lots of exciting activities for
students to try, providing a taste of what
life is like at BDS. From code breaking in
maths, playing ‘word splat’ in English, dissecting a heart in science, playing the ukulele in music, shooting hoops on the basketball court, to learning how to save a life
and trying ‘drunk goggles’ in PSHE—there
really was something for everyone! But by
far the most mouth-watering activity was
in food technology where students made
their own pizzas; the smell of freshly
baked pizza filled the entire school and
staff watched with envy as Year 6 students
wandered around eating their delicious
creations.
A special thank you to the students who
gave up their Wednesday evening or Saturday morning to help at the events. They
were polite, helpful, confidently answered
questions and represented our school perfectly—well done!
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Year 9 learned how to look after their mental health
As part of their PSHE lessons, Year 9 students enjoyed a live performance followed by a talk from Lex Gibbon, a
mental health advocate. The main message of the presentations was to empower students to make healthy life
choices, as well as providing them with real life stories and sound advice. The messages around mental health
aimed to empower students with the confidence to speak about their state of mind, tools to recognise when to
reach out and who to talk to.

Book of the fortnight
Mr Tugwell shares why he recommends ‘Steelheart’ by Brandon Sanderson.

I’ve seen Steelheart bleed.
These four simple words begin this amazing book that follows a teenager named David as he attempts to take revenge against his father’s
murderer. The only problem with his plan? The murderer, Steelheart,
has super powers that make him impossible to kill.
And he’s not the only one. After a mysterious event that took place in
the world, a percentage of the population all gained superpowers –
they are the Epics. And then all of those super-humans went bad. Nobody is able to stand up against the evil Epics, except for one underground group – the Reckoners.
It’s a well-written, action-packed, interesting book that I found really
difficult to stop reading. I highly recommend that you read this book
and follow David as he battles against impossible odds.
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Design work of the
month
Mr Parsons was delighted when Oliver Waite in Year 7
handed in an excellent piece of homework.
We have been so pleased to see many examples, across a
number of subjects, where students have clearly taken
lots of time and effort over their homework. These students have been awarded with achievement points.
Keep up the great work!

Covid-19
Although we are delighted to have returned to normal conditions at
school, Covid-19 is still very must amongst us and we all need to play
our part to keep one another safe.

Non-school uniform day—
Friday 22nd October
On the last day of this term we will be running a non school uniform day to raise
money for The Survivors Trust. This charity was selected by some of our students
and seems particularly poignant given recent news. More details on the survivors
trust can be found here - The Survivors
Trust
Please ensure that your children bring a
minimum donation of £1 on the
day. More details will follow in a letter
closer to the date.
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Careers News
BDS Career Zone is delighted to invite all Year 11 pupils,
parents and carers to attend Bedminster Down School’s
Annual ‘Key Stage 4 - Post 16 Options Evening’ on Thursday 4th November 2021. This is a terrific opportunity to
meet and engage with Post 16 colleges, 6th forms, training and apprenticeship providers.
Whilst this event is primarily aimed at Year 11 pupils we would like to extend an invitation to Year 10 pupils, parents and carers to the event to get a taste of the options available to them.
The event will also include a series of short presentations in the library in which Mr. Harris will be outlining the options open to pupils when leaving school. The school’s careers
advisor will also be on hand to answer questions and arrange meetings.
Currently confirmed providers include (More pending):

Futura 6th Form

GKN Aerospace

A2A Youth Training

Next Level Apprenticeships

Access Creative College

Onsite Apprenticeships

Ashton Park 6th Form

Professional Apprenticeships

BEMA Apprenticeships

RAF

Boomsatsuma

Real Places Ltd

Bristol City Council Post 16 Participation Team

SGS College

Bristol City FC (Robins Foundation)

St. Brendan's 6th Form

Bristol Rovers FC

St. Mary Redcliffe College

City of Bristol College

Weston College

Department for Work and Pensions
For any questions contact Mr. Harris

Newsletter: 15th October 2021

PE After-school clubs (3.15-4.15pm)
We have a wide range of sporting opportunities available to students—there’s
something to suit everyone! Come along, get fit, earn House Points and have fun!

Handball- Monday - Sports Hall- All years welcome- with a coach from Bristol Handball Club- Starts 20th Sep
Boxing-Tuesday-Sports Hall-All years welcome (See Mr.Chaplin to sign up)-Boxing
coach from Empire Fighting Chance- Starts 21st Sep
Basketball- Wednesday- Years 7,8,9 (boys and girls)- Starts TBC
Thursdays- Year 10 and 11(boys and girls)- Coaches from Bristol Storm- Starts 23rd Sep
Table tennis- Thursday – All years welcome- Theatre- with Mr.Palaczky- Starts 16th Sep
Rugby- 7’s-Wednesday, 8’s- Tuesday, 9’s- Monday, 10’s- Thursday. School Field. Starts
week beginning 13th Sep
Netball- Wednesday (starts 15/9)- All welcome- Courts
Dance- Monday (20/9)- All welcomeDance studio/theatre
Girls Football-Monday(20/9)All
girls welcome

Students have really enjoyed learning new skills and shooting
hoops at basketball club.
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Performing Arts Clubs

Choir
When: Tuesday after school
Where: FM1
What: Learn new songs and enjoy singing together with a
group. We will be aiming to prepare some songs for concerts
later in the year.
Who can join: Anyone
Which teacher to see with questions: Mrs Chappell

Orchestra
When: Tuesday after school

Where: FM2

What: Play your instrument as part of a group. Learn new music together and get help and advice from teachers.
Who can join: Anyone who can play any musical instrument at
any level. Ability to read music is not essential but it would help!

Drama club
When: Wednesday after school

Where: GD2

What: Drama club is open to all students with an interest in theatre, acting
or production! Our aim, every week, will be to create new theatre, perform
and create our own productions and devise new ideas, all in a friendly environment. Those who participate will experience workshops, try out new acting
styles and have further opportunities in the subject
Who can join: Anyone!
Which teacher to see with questions: Mr Bailey

Ukulele club
When: Thursday after school

Where: FM1

What: Learn new skills and songs on the ukulele and enjoy playing together with a group. We will be aiming to prepare some songs for concerts later in the year.
Who can join: Anyone with an interest in learning ukulele
Which teacher to see with questions: Mrs Chappell

