
Introduction from 
our Principal,  
Mr Woodville  
 
 

We have had another ‘normal’ part of 

school life return this week with our Year 

11 students sitting their mock 

examinations. Some of us in school were a 

little unsure as to how students would respond to the experience of sitting exams, having not had the 

opportunity to sit assessments in the hall before now. I was delighted to hear from one of our invigilators 

that from their view the students have behaved really well and they have been really impressed with their 

conduct. I have also witnessed this, and it should be noted and it is very much to their credit. After their 

revision and hard work comes the task for teachers to mark the papers and then we will issue mock 

results – but what is important is not the mock grade itself, but the information that it gives us on each 

students’ next steps to ensure we can celebrate their successes together in the summer.  

Matthew Woodville 

Key dates: 
15th-26th November—Year 11 

Mock Exams 

1st-2nd December—Year 11 

French Speaking Mock Exams 

17th December—End of Term 2 

 

19th November 2021 

Covid-19 

As cases around the country continue to rise, we would like to remind all 

students and parents of the basic advice for keeping ourselves  and others 

safe: catch it, bin it, kill it.  

Extra-curricular clubs 

Please click here for a link to the extra-curricular clubs that 

we currently offer at BDS. 

https://www.bedminsterdown.org.uk/extra-curricular-clubs/
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103rd  Anniversary of the cessa-

tion of hostilities in the First 

World War  

This year, Armistice Day fell on Thursday 11th November 

and was marked with a series of events across the school. 

During the morning tutor period on the 11th, tutors shared 

a bespoke presentation with their tutor groups. 

The first set of slides in the presentation depicted images 

from World War 1 to the soundtrack 'The Green Fields of 

France'. The second set of images outlined the role of the 

armed forces in conflict and humanitarian operations since 

'the war to end wars' to the soundtrack 'Brothers in Arms'. 

Finally, students were shown images of members of staff 

and their family who have served in the armed forces. 

At 1100hrs we held an impeccably respected two minutes 

silence in line with the rest of the nation. 

Finally, poppies were sold in the Mall every lunchtime. As 

well as donations for traditional paper poppies, pupils also 

purchased the popular snap rulers for £1 as well as silicone 

wrist bands and reflective poppies. So far, donations stand 

at over £400. 

A special thank you to Shane Purnell and Lashaya Sterling in 

Year 11 who gave up their lunch times every day to sell pop-

pies - well done! 
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Success for the Year 7 rugby team 

The Year 7 rugby team competed in a tournament 

at Bridge Learning Campus on 9th November.  The 

boys represented the school well and had excep-

tional attitude throughout.  A standout captains' 

performances from Oliver Marsh and an excellent 

performance from Chace Castell-Wrankmore 

helped us come away with three wins, a draw and 

two losses.   

Mr Bateman 

Inter-house competitions 

This term sees the launch of inter-house competitions in all subjects. Whether you are a budding writer, love creating your own 

designs or an artist - there’s something for everyone! Please click here for the full link of competitions this term and help to 

secure house points for your house.  

Genocide Awareness Project 

Genocide Awareness Project meet every Thursday lunch time and 

firmly believe that one way to prevent genocide in the future (and 

defeat genocide denial in the present) is to learn about the experi-

ences of those who have survived genocide. Students have been re-

searching genocides and writing articles for a student newspaper 

which we hope will be distributed across schools nationwide. Be-

tween December 2-9 (anniversary of the United Nations Genocide 

Convention which was signed on December 9, 1948) students will be 

raising awareness of genocide across KS4 students.   

Miss West 

https://www.bedminsterdown.org.uk/extra-curricular-clubs/
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Book recommendation 

So far this term, I have really 

enjoyed teaching non-fiction 

texts to my Year 8 class. I’ve 

been really impressed with how 

they’ve explored the articles we 

have approached, and have 

loved discussing the effects of 

the language.   

 As a huge book nerd, I 

have always gravitated towards 

fiction texts. But this term has 

made me reflect on whether I’m 

wrong to always pick up a story 

rather than factual account. 

Certainly, one of my favourite 

books is Tuesdays with Mor-

rie by Mitch Albom. This is a 

true story of a teacher (Morrie) 

and an old student (Mitch) 

meeting every Tuesday - years 

after their first encounter - to 

talk about important life lessons 

such as love and kindness. 

 As emotional as it is, I 

cannot recommend Albom’s 

narrative enough. Morrie is 

clearly a warm and wonderful 

soul, and you will find yourself 

wishing you had met him, or had 

him as your teacher. It is a tale 

that provides perspective and 

helps us truly understand what 

it means to be human. Take my 

advice, and join Morrie’s les-

sons: you won’t regret it. 

  

Miss Potticary 

School Communications 

On 29th November we will be 

switching our main form of com-

munication to the Insight Portal. 

Any communications sent by the 

school will still appear in your 

email inbox as normal, however 

they will be from BDS Insight 

(insight@bedminsterdown.org.uk). 

Notices can also be viewed by logging into your Insight portal and going to General > No-

tices. 

The parental email address used for insight is the one which the school holds on their 

records (this email address) however we would advise that you log into Insight prior to 

the changeover to ensure all of your personal information is correct. You can check this 

by going to General > Personal Details. You can update any outdated information from 

that page, which will then update our systems. 

 You can access the Insight Portal Here  

If you have not yet logged into insight, please check your email inbox for a message from 

BDS Insight (insight@bedminsterdown.org.uk) with details on how to log on. If you have 

not received this email or are having any issues with logging in, please send an email 

to insight@bedminsterdown.org.uk where one of our team will assist you. 

 We will send the first communication via insight on 29th November, reminding you of the 

switch over and to give you a chance to see how the notice will come through 

  

Hospitality and Catering Work 

mailto:insight@bedminsterdown.org.uk
https://portal.bedminsterdown.org.uk/INSIGHT/secure.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2finsight
mailto:insight@bedminsterdown.org.uk
mailto:insight@bedminsterdown.org.uk
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Post-16 Careers Evening 

On 4th November, the school held a successful Post-16 Evening 

for Year 11 pupils, parents and carers. There were over 20 pro-

viders on hand to offer advice and guidance, including the area’s 

major sixth forms, colleges, employers,  apprenticeships and 

training providers. Mr. Harris gave a series of talks in the library 

outlining the possibilities available to pupils when leaving school. 

Also on hand was the school's careers advisor and Heads of 

House to offer one to one support to pupils and parents. 

It was an extra-special year as BDS launched its own sixth form 

offer through the Futura Learning Partnership's Futura Sixth. Mr 

Wilkinson was on hand to answer questions and provide details.   

It was also great to catch up with ex-pupil Jordan Blackmore rep-

resenting GKN aerospace as an engineering apprentice. Jordan 

was grateful for the support BDS Career Zone offered her in se-

curing an apprenticeship with such a prestigious company.  

If you missed the event and/ or have further questions regarding 
your child's post 16 options please contact the school's Career's 
Leader Mr. Harris: sharris@bedminsterdown.org.uk 

mailto:sharris@bedminsterdown.org.uk
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