21st January 2022

Introduction from
our Principal,
Mr Woodville

Key dates:
10th February—Year 11
Supporting for Success Evening
18th February—INSET & End of
Term 3

It is the first newsletter of the year, so
welcome back to the new term.
We sincerely hope that 2022 will turn out to be
a more straightforward year than 2021 was. Although Covid is still casting a significant shadow over our way of life
and many parts of the operation of the school, our sincere intention is to make the experience of all of our pupils
and staff, and by extension you as parents, as normal as possible. Covid-19 numbers are much reduced and as such
it is reassuring to have the Prime Minister remove the requirement for wearing face coverings in classrooms. I think
the vast majority of pupils are relieved not to have to wear face coverings in lessons anymore. The vast majority
have been remarkably compliant and understanding over recent months. For that we are all grateful. I do
appreciate that there may still be some anxiety amongst a number of parents and student body, but ultimately we
are going to have to learn to live with Covid for many years to come.
Let us all hope that the rates continue to drop and that face coverings in communal areas can cease from Thursday
as planned. Thank you for your continued support and take care.

Matthew Woodville

Covid-19
As cases around the country continue to rise, we would like to remind all students and
parents of the basic advice for keeping ourselves and others safe: catch it, bin it, kill it.

Extra-curricular clubs
Please click here for a link to the extra-curricular clubs that we currently offer at BDS.
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Holocaust Memorial Day
27 January is Holocaust Memorial Day and Genocide
Awareness project students have been working hard to
create and deliver assemblies for all year groups on this
year’s theme; ‘One Day’. As well as producing our assemblies, students have secured booklets and a travelling exhibition all the way from Israel which we hope to
display for students in the library.
Holocaust Memorial Day is the day each year when we
remember the six million Jewish people and six million
others who were systematically persecuted and murdered by the Nazis and their collaborators during the Holocaust. January
27th is significant because it was the day Auschwitz-Birkenau, the largest Nazi death camp, was liberated. On Holocaust Memorial Day, we also remember other groups of people who were persecuted and murdered by the Nazis. These include: Roma and
Sinti people, disabled people, gay people, Jehovah’s Witnesses, political opponents and many others.
After the Holocaust, the world said ‘Never Again’. But humanity has failed to learn lessons from the Holocaust, and genocides
continue to happen around the world, to this day. Therefore, on Holocaust Memorial Day we also remember the millions of
men, women and children, who have been murdered in the genocides which followed – in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur and those which are still happening around the world today.
Genocide awareness project meet every Thursday lunch time in school and work towards raising awareness of genocide. Genocide does not happen out of the blue – it is the result of prejudice and persecution which sees a group treated differently from
the rest of society. Through the Y11’s assemblies, students will be are reminded of what can happen when prejudice and persecution are left unchallenged, and of our responsibilities to stand against these processes when we see them in our own communities.
During January and especially around Holocaust Memorial Day, our students would like everyone to mark Holocaust Memorial
Day and stand up against prejudice. Students will find out about where genocide is taking place, learn about those affected by it
and tell others what they have learnt.
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Envirocall Ltd contribution towards Fitness Equipment in PE
In PE we have noticed a decline in engagement from some pupils
since lockdown and were concerned by the impact of this on their
physical and mental health. In response to this we asked some pupils for ideas for how we could help motivate them to re-engage
with exercise and activity. One popular suggestion was for us to
purchase some fitness equipment for them to use in school, such
as rowers, exercise bikes, and treadmills.
We would like to thank Ben Tudor and the Directors at Envirocall
Ltd, for their contribution towards this project. They have made a
very generous donation and we are extremely appreciative of their
support.
If any parents/carers know of any other companies who might be
willing to offer financial support to us with this project, please contact Head of PE Dave Chaplin at dchaplin@bedminsterdown.org.uk

Year 7 Science Competition
Year 7 were asked to produce a poster explaining the science
behind a well-known Christmas fact.
Our winner was Esma Ozer in James house who produced a
stunningly designed poster explaining (very accurately) why it
is that every snowflake is unique. Some brilliant research went
into her entry and the composition was eye-catching and well
thought-through. Well done Esma!

Book Review by Mr Chaplin
One of my favourite authors is Carl Hiassen, who writes comic
thrillers set in Florida. Some of my favourites, which I'd recommend for older readers, are Strip tease, Native Tongue and
Stormy Weather. Hiassen has also written a series of similar
books aimed at the younger teenage market including Hoot,
Chomp, Scat and Flush.
His books often have an environmental or anti-materialistic
theme, and usually involve some fairly bizarre characters, such
as the one-eyed ex-Governor now living in the Everglade
swamps, the robber with a dog's head clamped to his arm that he
keeps as a pet, or the scammers who paint a vole's tongue
blue. I'd recommend them to any pupils who fancy an entertaining read.
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A Guide for Logging into GCSEPod
1. Open up Google Chrome

2. Open up the school website

3. Click on ‘Student Area’
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4. Click on ‘student email & network access’

5. Type in your email address and your school password

6. Click on GCSEPod
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If this doesn’t work and you get this, then click ‘sign in with office 365’

Then ‘sign in with office 365’

You may then have to type in your school email address as your username and your school password.

