
Introduction from 
our Principal,  
Mr Woodville  
 

As I am sure you are aware, the Government 
set out its “Living with Covid” plan earlier this 
year. This sees further changes take effect 
from today. Lateral flow tests, that have been 
part of weekly routines for so long, will no 
longer be available for free to most members of the public. At Bedminster Down we have seen Covid rates in staff 
remain high this week, as those testing positive had to self-isolate. This has meant high levels of cover for your 
children. 
  
The students have had so much disruption over the last two years that I am convinced that the best place for them 
is to be in school as much as is possible. With that principle, we took the decision to continue utilising the theatre 
this week for classes where we simply had no-one available to cover the class. Supply agencies had no one left – we 
had no one else available and we faced the terrible choice of either sending one or more year groups home or to 
find another solution. I firmly believe that all students having four lessons with their normal class teacher and a 
lesson or two in the theatre is better than having a year group or two at home, trying to access remote learning. It is 
not a choice that any school leader wants to be forced to make. I am sorry if your child was one of those who had to 
spend time in the theatre this week, but I hope that you can see the logic for why we are did what we did. 
  
Let us all hope that we do actually come to live with Covid, as the Government intends – and get back to normal. 
  
As ever, I hope everyone has a restful weekend. 
 
Mr Woodville 

  

Key dates: 
4th April—Year 11 English mock 

exam 

7th April -Year 11  Parent Evening 

8th April - End of Term 4 

 

 

1st April 2022 

Covid-19 

As cases around the country continue to rise, we would like to remind all students and 

parents of the basic advice for keeping ourselves  and others safe: catch it, bin it, kill it.  

Extra-curricular clubs 

Please click here for a link to the extra-curricular clubs that we cur-

rently offer at BDS. 
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Year 8s get a taste of university life 
A group of BDS Year 8 students had the opportunity to taste university life in a visit to the University of 

Bath. Students toured the campus, took part in lectures and met student ambassadors from the univer-

sity. It was rewarding experience for all and students enjoyed learning about what may lie in store for 

them beyond the school gates. 
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Talented artists produce excellent work 
Mrs Macey would like to share some of the fantastic work that GCSE art students have produced. 



Newsletter: 1st April 2022 

 

 

 

 



Newsletter: 1st April 2022 

We are delighted to announce that the Year 8 football team have reached the Bristol final.  

The quarter final match saw a hard-fought win over a strong St Bernadettes side. It was 2-2 after 
extra time, but the boys kept their nerve to win 3-1 on penalties, with hero Fred Davey saving their 
first three penalties to make sure we progressed. They then went on to beat Fairfield 4-1 in the 
semi-final. 

 The team consisted of Fred Davey, Alex Randall, Riley Duff, Stan Sainsbury, Jacob Bartlett, Bobby New-
man, Toby Sheppard, Joe Hill, Theo Castell-Wrankmore, Jensen Warren, Will Hatwood and Jayden Ja-
cobs.  Jack Downs, Euan Houghton-Mayer, Bailey Brookman, and Eddie Luscott are also valuable members 
of the squad. 

Unfortunately, the Year 7 team's run in the competition came to an end with defeat to Oasis Bris-
lington, but the lads have had a very good first season coming second in their league and reaching 
the quarter-finals. 

Well done to all involved - we hope that we will soon be crowned Bristol champions! 

Year 8 Footballers hope to be champions 
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Inter-house sport update 
The PE Inter-House events for Term 4 are well underway, with dodgeball for the boys and football for 

the girls. Here are some action shots from the Year 8 dodgeball tournament this week. Winners will 

be announced next term.  
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Year 10 Work Experience 

A reminder that Year 10 Work experience week is 4th – 8th July. It’s a fantastic opportunity for Year 10s 

to learn new skills in an adult environment, explore their Post 16 opportunities and increase their focus 

and aspiration in school. The deadline for WEX placements to be arranged is approaching and is the be-

ginning of May.  

Bristol City Council and Bristol Works are now opening up applications for students to apply to join on a 

one week placement. More employers are coming through each day but at the moment we have place-

ments in the following areas: 

Bristol Family Cycle Centre 

Bristol Design Team 

Bristol City Council  

Citizen Services 

Register Office 

Bristol Waste company 

Bristol Mayors Office 

Bristol WORKS 

Employment Support 

Details of these placements have been emailed to all Year 10s. Get application in quickly! If you have 

any questions please contact Mr. Harris: sharris@bedminsterdown.org.uk 

Useful Resources 

Looking for extra support and help with your child’s careers choices and options well BDS recommends 

two sites in particular: 

Career Pilot –An award winning local site that provides expert careers information and tools for 11-19 

year olds, all in one place 

https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/ 

Success at School – A great site with to explore careers, get the lowdown on top employers, and search 

for the latest jobs, courses and advice.  

https://successatschool.org/ 

What’s the Point? – Having trouble motivating your child? Making options choices? This site has some 

great short videos on subjects, careers and options. https://www.youtube.com/c/WhatsthePoint/videos 


