4th February 2022

Introduction from
our Principal,
Mr Woodville

Key dates:
10th February—Year 11
Supporting for Success Evening
18th February—INSET & End of
Term 3

Dear Parents and Carers,
Happy Friday, and I hope that this week’s
newsletter finds you well. I know that many
students have been forced to miss school due to Covid – which makes attendance at school so crucial at all other
times.
Encouraging regular school attendance is one of the most powerful ways you can prepare your child for success,
both in school and in life. When you make school attendance a priority, you help your child get better grades,
develop healthy life habits, avoid dangerous behaviour and have a better chance of achieving their full potential.
The target attendance figure for all students is a minimum of 96% attendance. At 96% attendance – 73% of
students achieve five good grades at GCSE (9-4) including English and maths, however even at 96% attendance a
student would have missed 45 hours of learning.
19 days off per school year means that a pupil has approximately 90% attendance. At 90 % attendance your child
will have missed 95 lessons in one year! That is 4 weeks of school—when they are only in school for 39 weeks. If a
child has 90% attendance throughout their time at secondary school, this would equate to missing 20 weeks which
is half a school year!
The research shows children with 90% school attendance are likely to drop one GCSE grade in EVERY subject.
We wish to work in partnership with parents and carers and seek your full support
in ensuring that your child attends school every day and on time. We are always
pleased to work together with parents and carers in resolving any difficulties as
we are committed to improving attendance levels at school. But I cannot stress
enough, the best thing you can do for you child and their future is make sure they
attend school every day that they can.
Best wishes,

Matthew Woodville

Extra-curricular clubs
Please click here for a link to the extra-curricular clubs that we currently
offer at BDS.
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Year 11 First Aid Success
Would you know what to do in a life-threatening emergency?

Our Year 11 pupils do.

During their PSHE lessons throughout term 2, Year 11s have learnt about emergency lifesaving
skills. The course, sponsored by the British Heart Foundation (BHF), is particularly of relevance to
schools and colleges; through undertaking the training and assessment, our pupils have learnt the
basics of First Aid and as a result are encouraged to "have a go" rather than be a bystander.
During the course they have learnt how to deal with an unconscious casualty, recognise and treat
a suspected heart attack, deal with a choking casualty, apply a dressing to a serious bleed and
administer cardio-pulmonary resuscitation (CPR).
This is the twelfth year now of teaching our Year 11 pupils and we are very proud of their achievements. In the past twelve years, we are aware of a number of occasions where pupils have used
skills learnt in the classroom in real life situations, more often with positive outcomes, some, sadly, less so. Whilst we hope that none of our newest crop of first-aiders will ever have to use their
newly found knowledge, we are assured that should they ever need to they will remain calm and
be confident in their ability.
Pictured. A small cohort of BDS Year 11 pupils with their British Heart Foundation Certificates.
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BDS Football Results
BDS students played a series of games a against Merchants Academy. The results where as follows:
Year 7 Boys: Won 7-0
Year 8 Boys: Won 11-0
Year 9 Boys: Won 2-0
Year 10 Boys: Won 7-1
Year 11 Boys: Won 7-1

U-14 Girls: Won with a walkover as Merchants couldn’t
field a full team.

LGBT+ History Month
February marks LGBT+ History
Month, a time to celebrate the
achievements of the LGBT+ community, from Alan Turing, Ethel
Smyth to Tom Daley and Nicola
Adams.

Here at Bedminster Down School
we pride ourselves on supporting
equality and diversity. During February there will be an assembly on
LGBT+ history and support materials available for classrooms and
teachers.

Year 9 Drama Workshop
On Tuesday morning, a number of Year 9 students were lucky
enough to take part in a drama workshop led by theatre makers
and practitioners from iampro, an online drama school, offering
students workshops and courses on all aspects of drama.
The workshop was led by Niall Phillips, an award winning theatre
director, and Charlie Brooks, most well-known for playing the role
of Janine Butcher in Eastenders. Students took part in exercises
that saw them work in groups to create small performance pieces,
while also discussing with the theatre makers work opportunities
within the arts and how these can be accessed.
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British Aerospace Museum Visit
Students from Bedminster Down School and Sir Bernard Lovell took part in a Futura Future
Leaders trip to the British Aerospace Museum in Filton.
As part of the museums learning programme, students took on the role of an ESA (European
Space Agency) design team developing the next generation of Mars Rover. Together, they
explored the parameters of design when developing for space missions. Teams worked
closely to a design brief set by industry experts to create their prototype. Once built, the driver
of the team had to navigate their way around a specially designed map of Mars; the driver to
complete the challenge in the shortest time won.
(This is not the map they used, but one like it!)

After lunch students went on a tour of Concord and the museum itself. They learnt about the
earliest days of powered ﬂight to the cutting-edge technology of tomorrow. Students engaged
in fun practical science and saw some amazing exhibits, including aeroplanes, helicopters,
missiles, satellites, and much more.
The feedback from the students was ‘an excellent informative day’ for all.
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The Importance of being kind online
Last term, Year 8 wrote articles in their English lessons explaining why it's important to be kind
when using online forums. English teachers were really impressed by the maturity shown by students about such an important topic and the work they produced was engaging.
Sebastian Dan wrote the following article, which summarises why it's important to be kind when
online:
A lonely person sits in their room, their phone a bell ringing again and again at the slightest interaction. The person sits down with their head buried in their lap - the messages won't be heard
this way. The messages aren't friendly; they are intended to hurt, to harm, to scar.
Online abuse needs to stop, and it needs to stop right now.
People should be treated with respect whether they are speaking face to face or on social media.
We get behind our keyboards and write racist, misogynistic, or just plain hurtful messages at an
alarmingly high rate. We would not say these things to people's faces, so we must not do it from
behind the safety of an anonymous screen. People are equal, regardless of their gender, sexuality or ethnicity, and they should be treated like so - both online and in real life.
When someone is behind a screen, they become more persistent and confident. This is likely
due to anonymity. They feel safe behind their screen, and this gives them a feeling of power.
Sometimes, this is a false sense of power - if the victim takes control of the situation by reporting
the crime then they can stop these abusers in their tracks. So, if you're experiencing online
abuse, then report it; only then will we break the vicious cycle of online abuse.
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CEIAG News
Year 10 Work Experience
A reminder that Year 10 Work experience week is 4th – 8th July. It’s a fantastic opportunity for Year 10s to
learn new skills in an adult environment, explore their Post 16 opportunities and increase their focus and
aspiration in school.
Pupils have received assemblies and tutor guidance on how to obtain their work-experience placement
and many have secured their placements already. The deadline for arranging placement is April.
If you have any questions please contact Mr. Harris sharris@bedminsterdown.org.uk

Year 11 Apprenticeship Workshop
On Monday 1st February Junior Saunders from ASK apprenticeships held an apprenticeship workshop session in the library after school for Year 11s. The session introduced Year 11s to apprenticeships, the application process, interview techniques etc. We are hoping to run another session in the future aimed at
both pupils and parents. If you are interested in attending please contact Mr.Harris
sharris@bedminsterdown.org.uk

