4th March 2022

Introduction from our Principal, Key dates:
7th March—Start of Year 11 Mock
Mr Woodville
Exams
I hope you all had a good half term break and didn’t get blown away
by Storm Eunice and in fact were able to enjoy the fine weather at the
end of the holiday. It is great to see students working hard, especially
in Year 11. With their March mocks starting on Monday ,this is a key
time for them. It may only be early March, but there is only five weeks
left of term with the real GCSEs starting about three weeks into Term
5 – that is how close they are. I hope they continue to make the
most of every opportunity afforded to them.

17th March—Year 10 Parents
Evening

Matthew Woodville
Principal

Covid-19
As cases around the country continue to rise, we would like to
remind all students and parents of the basic advice for keeping
ourselves and others safe: catch it, bin it, kill it.

Extra-curricular clubs
Please click here for a link to the
extra-curricular clubs that we currently offer at BDS.
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Two BDS pupils elected to Bristol Youth Council
Congratulations to BDS students Kendra Mayo (Year 10)
and Ellis Pitman (Year 7) who both recently stood for election to the Bristol Youth Council, and who have both been
successful! They were elected for a two year term of office
and their role involves representing young people’s views
to adult decision makers, such as the Mayor, Councillors,
Council Officers, Members of Parliament. They'll also influence policy decisions.
During PSHE lessons, students were given the chance to
watch all candidate's election video manifestos and to cast
their votes for candidates from schools across Bristol. Candidates were then invited to the City Hall to hear whether
they had been successful. Ellis said: "My heart was hammering as my name was called last, but I'm so glad that I
was successful".
Kendra and Ellis will now be part of the group who represent the youth of Bristol within the Bristol Council - a fantastic achievement and good luck to both.

UK Youth Parliament calls on young people to have their say
Young people across the UK can now participate in the UK Youth Parliament’s Make Your Mark ballot, the
largest survey of young people in Europe. The month-long campaign will see volunteers and Members of
Youth Parliament canvasing for the views of young people.
The annual ballot, which has taken place since 2011, gives young people aged 11-18 the chance to select
one issue they think affects them and their peers most. The ballot includes issues such as mental health
and wellbeing, responding to the climate emergency, and ending child poverty. This year young people will
be able to vote in person and online unlike the previous ballot which was disrupted due to the outbreak of
Coronavirus. UK Youth Parliament is working with volunteers, schools, and local authorities to deliver the
campaign to as many young people as possible.
You can vote at the following link: https://forms.gle/ai6VjnnaD881Hs1eA
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PSHE Competition Winners
This term’s winners of the PSHE competition shared the
top spot for their brilliant job advertisement posters.
Well done to Rosa Waite & Lexi Gillard for their posters
about Veterinary Services & Hairdressing.

Brilliant work, girls!

“Western museums should agree to repatriate cultural artefacts” A John James House win!
On Wednesday 16th February, the Bedminster Down School Debating Society competed in their first
house competition with John James pipping Southey House to the post! Destiny Barwe and Zac
Whitehead argued for the motion and convinced the audience that artefacts should be viewed and
appreciated in the context of their original country and culture. Josh West and Alexander Bufton gave
the strong counter arguments that we have an obligation to preserve cultural artefacts and that their
place is in museums for academic research. However, it wasn’t enough with Destiny arguing arrogant
colonisers hold artefacts from their days of pillaging across the empire. Some brilliant audience participation from Pippa and Phoebe resulted in tough audience questioning for both sides.
What do you think? Should culture belong to anyone? Isn’t there a common property of mankind? If
you are in Y10 or Y11 you can sign up for Debating Society. Speak to Miss West for further details.

Newsletter: 4th March 2022
BDS Football Results
Year 8 BDS students played against Bridge Learning Campus last week and won 4-0
Well done to the team.

Two Year 11 pupils sign as Bristol City FC Scholars
Huge congratulations to Elijah Morrison-Rew and Billy Phillips who
have both recently been invited to become Scholars at Bristol City FC
next year.
Billy and Elijah both currently play for City's Under-16 side, but only
some of this team are invited to stay with the club post-16 to become
part of the Under-18 squad as Scholars.
It is a fantastic achievement, and means that they will be continuing
their football development as well as their education
while representing Bristol City for at least the next two years.
We are delighted for both of them.

Inter-House Sports Competitions
The end of term Inter-House Sports competitions are taking place in PE currently, with boys doing Football
and girls doing Dodgeball. Here are some pictures from the boys Yr 9 competition. Results will be in our
next newsletter.
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CEIAG News
National Apprenticeship Week
Last week was National Apprenticeship week and as part of the week we ran a workshop with the ASK programme. For more
information about the ASK programme and apprenticeships in general please watch this short video: https://youtu.be/
FdnfMOp5eao
If you are interested in finding out more about apprenticeships routes and options for your child please contact Mr. Harris:
sharri@bedminsterdown.org.uk
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Year 10 Work Experience
We have had some fantastic work-experience opportunities come into school:
Bristol Water
Our neighbours at Bristol Water have kindly offered the opportunity for BDS pupils to conduct their work-experience within
the organisation. To apply pupils should email kenna.boyd@bristolwater.co.uk with a simple CV and with some information on
the department they may be interested in working with eg. finance, marketing, HR, engineering, science based roles. Alternatively, you could contact Mr. Harris directly.
Grrrls Into Games:
A work experience week for Year 10 girls, hosted at Watershed in central Bristol. Broadly, the week will cover:
• Working in collaboration with others to design a game to a set theme
• Learning the basics of games design and creative design thinking approaches to projects
• Introduction to tools for making games
• Guest speakers who work in games industry
• range of different specialisms
• showcase different routes into working in games
• info re degrees/apprenticeships in games
Please let Mr. Harris know if your daughter would be interested.
A reminder that Year 10 Work experience week is 4th – 8th July. It’s a fantastic opportunity for Year 10s to learn new skills in an
adult environment, explore their Post 16 opportunities and increase their focus and aspiration in school. The deadline for WEX
placements to be arranged is April.
Useful Resources
Looking for extra support and help with your child’s careers choices and options well BDS recommends the following site:
Career Pilot –An award winning local site that provides expert careers information and tools for 11-19 year olds, all in one
place
https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/

