
Introduction from our Principal,  
Mr Woodville  
 

It is really uplifting to see school events coming back and great to see your 
children getting involved. This newsletter shares just some of these highlights, 
from debating club to inter-house competitions and some of our sports teams 
celebrating success! I was personally excited to see the draft plans for Sports Day this week – yes, we start planning 
that now, even though it feels ages away – and I was delighted to give our Ten Tors Team some final words of 
support before they departed school this morning. I am sure we will hear of their adventure in the next newsletter. 
  
Schools and parents must work in partnership to make sure the child has the very best 
experience. That relies on really good communication; with over 1,000 students we can 
sometimes miss things, and perhaps sometimes we can be guilty of giving you too 
much information. As part of our change of school information management system, 
we are able to now launch MCAS or My Child At School; it is really important  that every 
parent registers as this is going to become out main vehicle for communicating with 
you and in time, perhaps, you communicating with us. There are more details coming 
out, but please, when they arrive, sign up without delay. 
  
Finally, Year 11 GCSEs begin next week. We know how hard many of them are working. 

To best support our students, we are running revision sessions in school, and teachers 

are teaching as normal. It is not study leave like perhaps when we were at school. 

These children have missed too much education already during the last two years, so we are going to keep teaching 

them for as long as we can, to give them the very best chances of success. Good Luck Year 11! 

 

Matthew Woodville 

Key dates: 
6th May—Ten Tors Event 

16th May—Start of GCSE Exams 

27th May - End of Term 5 

6th May 2022 

Covid-19 

As cases around the country continue to rise, we would like to remind all students and 

parents of the basic advice for keeping ourselves  and others safe: catch it, bin it, kill it.  

Extra-curricular clubs 

Please click here for a link to the extra-curricular clubs that we cur-

rently offer at BDS. 
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BDS Dancers Take America by Storm 

Dancers from Bedminster Down school recently represented England and their dance school Angels Dance Academy at 

Worlds in America. These talented dancers had to face incredibly tough auditions and worked so hard in training leading 

up to the event.  

Firstly Gracie Cranch and Gracie Elvins, in Year 11, and Lashanna Henry, in Year 10, were part of the Team England Junior 

Hip Hop group who came 2nd in the International Cheer Union (ICU) Worlds.  

Gracie Cranch, Gracie Elvins and Lashanna Henry also competed representing their dance school in the hip hop group Do-

minion Premier (top left group on photo below in red and black tracksuits) who placed first in their division at Dance 

Worlds and have therefore become Dance Champions.  

Skye Brice competed for Angels in the Lyrical and Jazz sections with her team called Virtues (bottom two groups in the 

photo below) which is a relatively new section for these dancers where they were the highest scoring group from the UK 

placing 4th behind only groups from America. Their emotional lyrical piece amazed the judges by performing to spoken 

word instead of music.  

Well done to Gracie, Gracie, Skye and Lashanna for their incredible achievements. There will be a documentary featuring 

the Angels Dance Academy Worlds teams training coming out soon on E4.  
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Term 4 competition winners 

History students were tasked with decorating a hard-boiled egg as a famous person from the past as their in-

ter-house competition. The history department were delighted with the entries, which included Winston 

Church’shell’.  1st place Rosa Waite Y7 (Einstein and Churchill) , 2nd place Joe Hill Y8 (Churchill and Hitler) 

and third place Dan Evans Y8 (Napoleon). We hope all the winners enjoy their chocolate egg! 

 

 

 

 

PE clubs for Term 5 (and Term 6 apart from the girls rugby). All are open to all year groups and 

are free of charge.  

Mondays- Girls football  

Tuesday - Tennis with Knowle Tennis Club coach. Badminton. Girls Rugby with Bristol Bears 

coach.  

Weds - Cricket. Rounders. Table Tennis. 

Thurs - Athletics. Dance.    
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Year 9 Product Design students have finished making their 
Memphis inspired clocks with some great results. 

 

The Memphis design movement originated in the 1980s and 
were ground breaking at the time.  Their use of clashing col-

ours and haphazard arrangements was previously unseen and 
they believed in a much more creative approach to design, 
poking fun at everyday objects.  Year 9 have students have 

done a great job of designing in this creative way.   

 

Well done! 

 

 

Year 9 Product  

Design Success 
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Year 11 Prom Outfits 

If anyone is struggling to cover the cost of their child's prom outfit, a vintage look-book has 

been created which includes several dresses and suits. These outfits can be loaned out for free 

and there are some stunning items available. 

Please contact your House Office if you would like to take a look. 

 

Debating Club Success 
 

 

A big thank you to PC Tom who guest judged our debate 
this week on the liberalisation of drugs. He was ex-

tremely knowledgeable and made an excellent judge. PC 
Tom remarked at how impressed he was with both sides 

and the number of valid points they had, both for and 
against the motion. The debate was so close it came 
down to style and fluency in order to decide the win-

ners—congratulations to Destiny and Pippa who worked 
really well as a team.  

 
There was huge interest in the debate in the twitter 

community with the organiser of the national debate 
competition Debating Matters tweeting their praise of 

our students and a history teacher tweeting, 'Looks fan-
tastic! Would have loved to have heard this debate.’ 
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A group of BDS Year 10 students took part in the first session in the 

Careers in Medicine & Health Programme. The programme will in-

volve visits and talks by health care professionals from a variety of 

roles across the NHS with the aim to inspire and inform pupils 

about the opportunities in the Healthcare sector. The first session 

was delivered by the University of West of England who discussed 

the sheer range of roles available in medicine.  

 

Year 10 Work Experience Deadline 

 
A reminder that Year 10 Work experience week is 4th – 8th 

July. It’s a fantastic opportunity for Year 10s to learn new 

skills in an adult environment, explore their Post 16 oppor-

tunities and increase their focus and aspiration. The dead-

line for WEX placements to be arranged is approaching and 

is the 15th of May. This enables time for the appropriate 

Health & Safety checks to be arranged. Placements ar-

ranged after this date can still be accepted, however the 

school’s independent Health & Safety provider will then 

apply a charge of £20 for each application processed after this date. This year the school will cover the cost of this charge..  

 
10 Work Experience for Employers and Businesses 

Are you interested in helping our young people? Offering a work experience opportunity to a BDS student is not only 
massively rewarding for our students but also highly beneficial for your business for a variety of reasons: 
Allows employers to get an insight into the type of skills a young person could offer your business. 
Access to a new talent pool for recruitment into entry-level roles. 
Increase diversity in your workforce.  
Contribute to your local community 
 
If you are interested please contact Mr. Harris: sharris@bedminsterdown.org.uk 
 

Work Experience Opportunities with Bristol City Council 

Bristol City Council and Bristol Works are still have opportunities for students to apply to join on a one week placement. 

More employers are coming through each day but at the moment the following areas: 

Bristol Family Cycle Centre 

Bristol Design Tea 

Bristol City Council  

Citizen Services 

Bristol City Council 

Register Office 

Bristol City Council 

Bristol Waste company 

 

Bristol Mayors Office 

Bristol WORKS 

Employment Support 

 

Details of these placements have been emailed to all Year 10s. Get applications in quickly! 

If you have any questions please contact Mr. Harris: sharris@bedminsterdown.org.uk 

mailto:sharris@bedminsterdown.org.uk
mailto:sharris@bedminsterdown.org.uk
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From Monday 9th May we will be Launching a new parent portal. 

 

MyChildAtSchool [MCAS] is a portal enabling parents to view their child's aca-
demic performance in real-time via a web browser. 

This facility allows exclusive access to the child's Attendance, Behaviour, Home-
work & Timetables whenever the parent/carer wishes. 

As well as student performance data, the portal also provides general useful in-
formation about school such as the Academic Calendar and Announcements. 

In summary, MyChildAtSchool provides: 

· Access to real-time Attendance, Assessment and Behavioural data 

· An insight to parents on their child’s schoolwork (homework topics etc.) 

· Communication facilities to improve contact between parents and schools 

· Instant access to Published Reports and Letters 

 

We have included some brief steps below on accessing MCAS. For a full guide, 

please visit our website and go to Parent & Carer Area > MCAS. 
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How to access MCAS 

To login to the MCAS Parent Portal you will need to have a valid e-mail address registered with 

the school and an Invitation Code (The school will be sending these out w/b 9th May). If you do 

not receive an Invitation Code please contact the school for one, as you will NOT be able to access 

the Parent Portal without one. From within your web browser type www.mychildatschool.com 

this will open the login page. 

Click on the Redeem Invitation Code? link and enter your School ID, Username and the Invita-

tion Code, which will be a unique 10 character alphanumeric code, [which can only be used 

once to setup the Account], tick the I’m not a robot box and click on the Redeem Code button. 

(all of this information will be in your invitation email). 

 

You will then be asked to Setup your Details, enter the required information to setup the Login 

Details and click on the Save Account Details button, a message will be displayed that the new 

Login setup has been successful and you will be returned to the Login page. 
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An e-mail will also be sent to the e-mail address entered asking for the Login information to 

be verified, if this is not verified the you will not be able to Recover Account Details or change 

the Password in the future. 

 

You will now be able to Login using your new Login Details. 

Once you have logged in the Dashboard will be displayed. 
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Each Widget will display a quick view, clicking on the More button will open that option, giving 

more detailed information. The Widget options can also be opened from the Menu Bar on the 

left by clicking on the option.  

The Menu Bar also has a scrollbar to the left and can be minimised or maximised by clicking on 

the Three Bar icon. 

Note: Some of the options are only accessible via the Menu Bar and are not displayed as Widg-

ets. 

 

Multiple Students 

Clicking on the name of the student, next to the photograph, will open a list of other students 

associated with the User.  

Click on the photograph or the text to change views. Allowing information for more than one 

associated Student to be viewed without having multiple logins. 

 

For more information on how to use each of the individual tabs and pages within MCAS, please 

visit the guide on our website by going to Parent & Carer Area > MCAS. 
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